Guatemala 2012
Discipleship and Spanish Evangelism 
Dates: Friday, March 23 – Saturday, March 31 (during Spring Break)
I. Objectives

To win souls to Christ.

To learn more about God and our relationship with Him. 

To develop a broadened understanding, sensitivity and love for mission work and the peoples of other nations. 

To learn Spanish through fulfilling the Great Commission in an environment where only Spanish is spoken as the primary language.

II. Description

This trip is designed to be a unique ministry opportunity that extends to the individuals who attend the opportunity to minister and share the Gospel, while also offering the opportunity to some to receive course credit in their Spanish program at MIC. 

It involves a variety of ministry activities that allow the students to interact with the nationals of the country and to practice language skills in real life situations. Such activities include giving testimonies, singing songs, giving devotionals, performing skits, doing evangelism in parks, working on construction sites to build homes for the homeless, distributing food to the impoverished, working with orphans and elderly, helping in nutrition centers for children, and doing evangelistic programs in high schools, elementary schools and churches. 

For those involved in the academic team, the trip will also consist of various sessions of Spanish instruction, wherein the students will receive credit toward their Spanish course at MIC.

Apart from ministry and academics, there will be time to recuperate and reflect on what God is teaching the students. This will be done through fun activities, such as visiting a waterfall, horseback riding, visiting a water park, seeing the Mayan ruins, and various other activities designed to help the students recuperate and regain their strength for the next day of hard work, studies, and ministry. These activities will culminate in nightly team devotions where the students will have the chance to share with the group about what God is teaching them. 

III. Ministry Site in Guatemala

Guatemala is very quiet and peaceful. And the area where the group will be during the trip is especially safe and secure. It is a gorgeous, mountainous country in Central America. 

The location of the ministry where the group will stay is about two hours outside of the Capital City of Guatemala. This town is called Llano Verde, and it is located in the Department of Zacapa. This is a quiet, rural area that is home to many friends and family of our host missionary, Carlos Vargas. 

The name of the ministry is Hope of Life, or in Spanish, Esperanza de Vida. It is located on and around a mountain, which is a closed, secure campus for our group to house, work and take classes. The group will be staying and eating in dormitories within this secure campus. 

IV. Requirements for Eligibility

A student can attend this trip as part of one of two groups. He / She can participate in the ministry team or the academic team. In order to be considered eligible to attend this trip, the student must comply with the following requirements.

Academic Team

 To receive MIC Spanish credit and be exempt from the quarter exam:

1. Must be currently in Spanish I, II, III, IV, V, or VI.

2. Learn to pray in Spanish.

3. Learn to give their personal testimony in Spanish.

4. Learn to share the Gospel in Spanish using the Romans’ Road.

5. The Romans’ Road Bible verses must be memorized.

6. Must have a 90% attendance of the preparatory meetings.

7. Must be passionate about missions and willing to do ministry.

8. Must be in good academic and disciplinary standing at MIC.

9. Must have a current Passport.

Ministry Team 

 To attend the trip as part of the ministry team, without Spanish credit:

1. Does not need to speak or be taking Spanish courses but be in grades 9-12. 

2. Must have the Roman’s Road verses memorized at least in English.

3. Must have a testimony prepared at least in English.

4. Must have a 90% attendance of the preparatory meetings.

5. Must be passionate about missions and willing to do ministry.

6. Must be in good academic and disciplinary standing at their school.

7. Must have a current Passport.

V. Cost

The cost of this trip is $1350.

Cost includes airfare, transportation, all meals, room and board, internet access, field trips to the Mayan ruins, Valle Dorado Water Park, and other places of interest, travel insurance, medical assistance, food supplies to be handed out in poor villages and orphanages, and a donation to the Christian orphanage and ministries that we will be working with.
VI. Agenda

A more detailed agenda will be provided once plane tickets have been confirmed.

Mornings: Work in Impoverished Villages
Afternoons:  Academic Team in Classes (1 hour), then joins Ministry Team

         Ministry Team in the Orphanage, Elderly Home, or Nutrition Center
Evenings: Evangelism, Bonfires, Church, Sports, Quality Time with Guatemalans

Before Bed: Team Devotions

**A minimum of two days of the trip will be spent in the jungle, ministering to native villages.

VII. Academic Agenda

A complete syllabus will be provided to those who participate in the Academic Team.

VIII. Things to Bring

This is a very basic list, you may need to bring other items based on your personal needs.

*****Pillows and Bedding are provided.*****
1. Shorts

2. Jeans

3. T-shirts

4. Team T-shirt

5. Sandals

6. Tennis Shoes

7. Bathing Suit

8. Bug Spray

9. Personal Items (ie…tooth paste, deodorant ..etc….)

10. Towel

11. Flashlight

12. Battery-powered alarm clock

13. Notebook, Pens, Spanish Bible, Spanish English dictionary

14. Sunglasses, Hat, or Visor, Sunblock
15. Any medicine you may need (ie…Tylenol, Imodium…etc….)

IX. Payment Schedule
Guatemalan Ministry Website: www.hopeoflife.net

Payment and Meeting Schedule (held in the firehouse, Sundays at 5 PM)

Oct. 23




$300 
Non-refundable Deposit Due

Nov. 13



$300
Second Payment

Jan. 22




$300
Third Payment (No refund on $700)

Feb. 19



$450
Final Payment Due

Payments can ONLY be made at meeting dates.

A Payment Receipt MUST be filled out completely when turning in payments. (These can be printed from the Firehouse website.)

Pastor Rob or Pat Meacham have to sign off on the receipt.

All paperwork and trip information can be found on the Firehouse website. These sites will be updated frequently with pertinent information regarding the trip and meeting schedules. Please check it often so you do not miss out on important events.

Any questions, call the Firehouse at 321-453-2146 ext.562 or email pmeacham@fbcmi.com.  

Firehouse.fbcmi.com

X. Sample Prayer Letter
Dear __________,


I’m writing this letter in hopes that God is blessing you daily and to tell you a little about what He is doing in my life. I am so excited about the opportunities he is bringing my way.


This year I have been offered the opportunity to serve the Lord on a mission trip to Guatemala, Central America. The group that will be going (must meet very strict academic requirements in our Spanish classes), but we must also have a desire to work in the mission field. We will be working in an orphanage, an elderly home, on a construction team building homes for the homeless, on a food distribution team giving food to the extremely impoverished, and on an evangelism team sharing the Word of God to those who need Him. 


We are trying to get as many people to pray for us and help us out in any way they can, as we have to raise our own finances to attend the trip. I am confident that God will lay it on His people’s hearts to help. We are also collecting any donations that we may be able to bring to distribute to those in need in Guatemala. 


Thank you for your prayer and support in any way you may be able to. 

God bless, 

(name)

If you would like to help, send support to:

(your address and phone number)

Guatemala 2012
Every student interested in attending the Guatemala mission trip must fill out this form, have it signed by a parent or guardian, and turn it in to Firehouse at the Firehouse at the beginning of the mandatory meeting on Sunday, October 23 at 5 PM with a $300 non-refundable airfare deposit attached, in a check made payable to MIC. 
A. Personal Information

Student’s Full Name (as it appears on their passport): ______________________________________________
Birthdate:_____________  Grade Level: ______________

Tee Shirt Size: (circle one) S   M   L   XL   XXL

Home Phone: ____________________________________
Cell Phone:______________________________________

Email: __________________________________________
Home Address: __________________________________
 ________________________________________________
Parent Full Name: _______________________________

Emergency Contact Phone: _________________________

Emergency Contact Phone (backup): _________________

Do you have any medical conditions? _________________

      If so, explain.___________________________________


Do you currently have a passport?       Yes        NO


Passport Number: __________________________________

Date the passport expires: ____________________________

Full name that you would like listed as beneficiary on your travel insurance. (Usually a parent’s name.) ____________________________________________________

B. Ministry Information
Which team will you be participating with? 

(Check one off below.)

______Academic    (Same activities as Ministry Team, except they receive Spanish course instruction in addition to the other activities. This must be chosen in order to fulfill the final exam requirement in MIC Spanish classes. Students not in MIC Spanish may still participate in these classes if they choose, as long as they are actively participating and truly desire to learn Spanish.)

______Ministry
    (Participates in all aspects of the trip EXCEPT for receiving Spanish instruction.)

Which ministry interests you the most? (rate from 1-5, 1 highest)

_____Orphanage / Elderly / Nutrition Center for Babies/ VBS

_____Music / Worship / Drama

_____Construction/Food Packing and Distribution

_____Evangelism

_____ Sports

By signing my name, I agree to follow the rules set up by the team leadership, MIC, and Firehouse Student Ministries, and I confirm that I truly have a heart to SERVE both the people of Guatemala and the people on my team.

Student Name _________________________________

Student Signature ______________________________

Date: _________________________________________

By signing my name, I give my child permission to attend the Guatemala 2012 Mission Campaign, and I understand that if my child does not  adhere to  the rules set up for them, under certain conditions, they MAY be sent home at my expense.

Parent Name ___________________________________ 

Signature______________________________________

Date: __________________________________________
Guatemala 2012
Payment Receipt

Please completely fill out and turn in one of these forms with each payment. Payment will NOT be received without this form, and they will only be received by Pat Meacham at the front desk of the Firehouse Student Ministries building on the DATES OF THE REQUIRED MEETINGS ONLY. They may not be submitted to any other person at any other time.

Name of Student: ___________________

Parent’s Name: _____________________

Name on Check: ____________________

Check Number: _____________________

Date of Payment: ___________________

Amount Paid: $______________.______

Student or Parent’s Signature: ___________________________

Received by : (office use only)___________________________
